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Rumford and Joule, Chem 444A, Fire and Ice, CB
Guiding Questions for reading.

Rumford on “Source of Heat Excited by Friction”
1.

What in general was B Thompson (Count Rumford) attempting to figure out?

2.

He did several experiments, and uses several arguments to make his case. What are the
arguments and where are they in the document?

3.

What is he saying on page 98 and 99 top and why?

4.

What does Rumford claim heat is? What does he suggest he doesn’t know?

Joule “On the Mechanical Equivalent of Heat”
1.

Joule cites several studies of his own. What seems to be the conceptual thrust of these
experiments?

2.

What seems to be his procedural approach to experimentation to support the claims regarding
#1?

Others observations or insights
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